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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

78 Main Street, Hudson, MA 01749

(978) 562-2948
Leif Longtine, Chairman

                                                Paul Byrne, Vice Chairman

Marianne Iarossi     ____  David Mercer ___      Joseph Rodrigues______       W. Minot Wood
Meeting Minutes
March 17, 2016
Meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by vice chair Paul Byrne
Roll Call: Paul Byrne, David Mercer, Joe Rodrigues, Marianne Iarossi 
Public Hearings
NOI, Zina Road, 190-0592
Present: David Haines, Haines Hydrogeologic Consulting; Ralph Palumbo, Southern Sky Renewable Energy; Chris Nolan, BETA Group
The applicant submitted revised plans showing increased mitigation, and narrative listing the count of trees to be cut and addressing DEP concerns.  Paul Byrne asked how much carbon will be released by cutting the trees.  David Haines could not answer but said there are saplings in the new mitigation area, which is degraded Riverfront Area, and that the applicants will be restoring more area than they are disturbing.  Paul asked about building a structure over the capped landfill to support more panels.  Ralph Polumbo stated that there is too high a risk of puncturing the cap. Joe Rodrigues asked about control of weeds under the panels.  David Haynes said vegetation will be handpicked and that the herbicide will be used only for invasive control.  Joe Rodrigues asked about panels on top of the cap sinking over time, David Haines said that engineering studies show that this will not happen. 
The Commission had concerns about the number of trees being cut.  Marianne Iarossi asked if trees could be planted elsewhere as mitigation.  Ralph Palumbo expressed willingness to pay for trees to be planted.  Conservation Agent Pam Helinek will talk to DPW and Parks and Recreation departments about possible planting locations.  Pam Helinek asked if the panel configuration could be changed so that fewer trees need to be cut.  Ralph Palumbo said that might be possible but would require changes to permits already granted and that additional mitigation would be preferred. 
Pam Helinek will also check if there are Water Protection District restrictions and on the reports from the test wells on the site.

David Haines stated that the property owner’s insurance would not cover having a public meeting on the property so the site visit will need to be just for the Commissioners.

Paul Byrne motioned to schedule a site visit, contingent on permission of the property owner, for Thursday March 24 at 6:00 and to continue the hearing to April 7 at 7:00.  Second by Joe Rodrigues, vote 4-0-0.

NOI, 29 Lake Street, 190-05xx
Present: Thomas DiPersio

The applicant proposes to repair and extend a culvert that is part of the Town’s storm drain system.  The culvert runs beneath the parking lot of a lumber yard and empties into a channel which connects to Bruce’s Pond. The project involves filling approximately 800 cubic feet of flood plain.  The applicant has reduced the area originally proposed to be filled after a site visit with the Conservation Agent.  An abutter was present to express concerns about impacts to his house.

Paul Byrne made a motion to find that the flood plain to be filled was not significant to the flood storage capacity of Bruce’s Pond and to close the hearing and issue an Order of Conditions.   Special Conditions include: Work must be performed during low water conditions, the connection between the pond and the culvert must be completely blocked during construction, Thirty (30) day notice must be given before starting the project, a dewatering plan must be submitted and approved administratively if the channel is not dry.  Second by Marianne, vote 4-0-0.
Administrative Business
The Farley School wants to improve a path running through Buffer Zone to a wetland and pond.  Improvements would include moving fallen logs and covering with crushed stone. The Commission agreed that this could be approved administratively but that the school was welcome to come in and present their plan or file an RDA as an educational experience if they wanted.
Resumes have been received for the vacant Conservation Commissioner position.  The Commission would like to invite applicants to the next meeting.

There was a discussion about a local Wetlands Bylaw.  Paul Byrne suggested local fees for NOIs to include the recording fee at the registry so that the Commission can ensure that OOCs are recorded.  Paul Byrne suggested a 3-strike enforcement policy with fines being imposed if a Notice of Violation and subsequent Enforcement Order are not complied with.  Fines would be higher for professionals than for homeowners. Pam Helinek will determine the deadline for the warrant for the November Town Meeting and revise the Bylaw with these ideas.  
Paul Byrne made a motion to approve the March 3, 2016 minutes.  Second by David Mercer, vote 4-0-0
Adjournment
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